NORTH DAKOTA CELEBRATES HER 9th
ANNUAL CHRISTIAN HERITAGE WEEK

DELAWARE’S 17th ANNUAL
CHRISTIAN HERITAGE WEEK

November 2-8, 2008
Proclaimed by Governor John Hoeven

December 7-13, 2008
Proclaimed by Governor Ruth Ann Minner
and Lieutenant Governor John C. Carney, Jr.

Whereas the preamble to the Constitution of the State of
North Dakota states that, We the people of North Dakota,
grateful to Almighty God for the blessings of civil and religious
liberty, do ordain and establish this Constitution.
Of Historic Interest:
John Burke (1859-1937), who won recognition in pioneering days for his crusading effort which resulted in the overthrow of corrupt political control, was chosen by the citizens of
North Dakota as their greatest hero in the U.S. Capitol’s Hall
of Fame.
On June 27, 1963, at the unveiling of his statue in the U.S.
Capitol, Senator Carl Hayden’s acceptance speech ended thus:
As I accept this statue, I congratulate the good
people of North Dakota. In their name and on
behalf of Americans everywhere, I thank God for
blessing this country of ours with patriots like
John Burke. They are our finest heritage.1
Among the ministries, Christian and Public schools, and
churches joining the celebration of “North Dakota’s 9th Annual
Christian Heritage Week” were, First Evangelical Free
Church; Grace Evangelical Free Church; Johnson Corners
Christian Academy; Beulah Middle Public School and New
Life Assembly of God Church. KNDR Radio broadcast this
important historic week from Bismarck.
Many thanks go to State Coordinators,
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Bauer for their
dedication to Christ’s cause among the
youth of North Dakota through
“Christian Heritage Week.”

Whereas the Constitution of the State of Delaware states
that, Through Divine goodness, all men have by nature the
rights of worshipping and serving their Creator according
to the dictates of their consciences….and, It is the duty of all
men frequently to assemble together for the public worship
of Almighty God; and piety and morality, on which the prosperity of communities depends, are hereby promoted;…
Of Historic Interest:
Caesar Rodney (1728-1784) was chosen by the citizens
of Delaware to represent them as their greatest hero in the
U.S. Capitol’s Hall of Fame.
At the unveiling of his marble statue on June 26, 1934,
Dr. George H. Ryden of the University of Delaware eulogized him thus:
...Caesar Rodney was one of Delaware’s greatest
sons, the principal founder of our State as a political
entity, independent of Pennsylvania, and one of a
galaxy of distinguished men who in time of great
stress and danger were not afraid to think nobly,
and to act courageously when they severed the tie of
the mother country with her colonies.2
Rodney’s dramatic night ride to Independence Hall from
Dover, Delaware, gave him the distinction of casting the vote
which made the colonies unanimous in their vote for independence. Delaware has proudly given him the title of
“Heroic rider of the American Revolution.”3
Included among the Christian schools, ministries and
churches participating in “Delaware Christian Heritage
Week” were, New Castle Baptist Academy; Lighthouse
Christian School; Capitol Baptist Church and School; Milford Christian School; Christian Tabernacle Church and
Academy; Red Lion Christian Academy; Concord Christian
Academy; and Wilmington Christian Academy. This exciting
week was broadcast by WOLC – 102.5 Joy! and WXHL
Christian Radio to their listening audiences.
State Coordinator, Mrs. Helen Hewitt is to
be commended for her loyal stance on behalf of Delaware’s youth, establishing
“Delaware’s 17th Annual Christian Heritage Week,” honoring God.

After the bronze statue of John Burke,
Hall of Fame. Illustrator: Maxwell Edgar,
From, The Christian Heritage of the 50 United Sates of
America, © 2000 by Catherine Millard.

¹Excerpted from, Great American Statesmen and Heroes,
© 1995 by Catherine Millard.
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SAMUEL F.B. MORSE
“What Hath God Wrought!”
(1791—1872)
Samuel Morse - a Universal Blessing to Mankind
Samuel F.B. Morse was born in Charlestown, Massachusetts on April 17, 1791. The telegraph, his great invention, has
been described by the United States Congress as “a universal
blessing to mankind.” This great breakthrough took place from
the Capitol building in Washington, D.C. and was received in
Baltimore, Maryland on May 24, 1844. The famous first telegraph message, “What Hath God wrought!” was taken from the
Old Testament Scriptures, Numbers
23:23.

greetings to her friend in Baltimore. It was thus that the telegraph was born.
Samuel F.B. Morse, however, prior to his invention, had
undergone hardships, ridicule and disappointments, which is
often the case with men and women of exceptional talent and
ability.
Samuel Morse’s Christian Background
He was the son of the Reverend
Jedidiah Morse, well-known preacher
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and a
crusader for lost souls. As author and
publisher, Jedidiah Morse was also
known as “the father of American
geography” because he authored the
first geography textbook printed in
this country. Reverend Morse was
also a great American Christian patriot and close friend of both George
Washington and Daniel Webster.
Morse’s mother was the granddaughter of Dr. Samuel Finley, one of the
early Presidents of Princeton University.

The First Telegraph Message is
sent, May 24, 1844
Early in the morning of May 24,
1844, a small group of dignitaries
gathered in the U.S. Supreme Court,
at that time located in the Capitol
building. Dolly Madison, wife of the
fourth United States President, James
Madison, was also present. The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad’s little Pratt
Street Station in Baltimore, Maryland, saw a different audience awaiting this historic communication.

Morse, the Artist
At 8 a.m., Samuel Finley Breese
Morse, the artist whose vision it was
At an early age Samuel Morse
to “transmit intelligence instantanedisplayed great artistic talent. He
ously by electricity,” tested his new
commenced his studies at Yale Uniinvention. Annie Ellsworth, daughter
versity at age 14, helping to pay his
of the U.S. Commissioner of Patents,
expenses by painting portraits of facentered the room shortly thereafter,
ulty members and students. His studhanding him a note, upon which was
ies in art took him to London, after
written the choice of Scripture verse
his graduation from Yale in 1810.
which she and her mother had the
Morse was widely known and achonor of selecting. At 8:45 a.m.
claimed for his outstanding paintings
Morse began slowly tapping out the
and drawings. He gained the reputaAfter the original bronze plaque in the U.S. Capitol, Washington, D.C.
Illustrator: Maxwell Edgar. From, Great American Statesmen and Heroes,
message from a little room on the
tion of one of the foremost portrait
© 1995 by Catherine Millard.
West side of the ground floor in the
painters in America. In 1819, the artcenter part of the building. Instantly,
ist received a commission from the
in Baltimore, Alfred Vail, Morse’s colleague and friend joyCity of New York to paint a portrait of the Marquis de Lafayette,
fully recorded the words, “What Hath God Wrought!” The
which he undertook in the White House.
entire Bible verse comes from the Book of Numbers, Chapter
23, Verse 23:
Morse, the Inventor
Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither
is there any divination against Israel; according to
this time it shall be said of Jacob and Israel, “What
Hath God Wrought!”
Applause was heard from everyone present, as Vail immediately returned the message to Washington. Great excitement
and jubilant cheering following Morse’s invention. Morse and
Vail, building upon their success, continued conversing via
telegraph. Dolly Madison then asked permission to extend personal

Electricity, however, both interested and intrigued him. In
1832, while returning from Europe on the ship “Sully,” Morse
had the brilliant idea of inventing the electro-magnetic telegraph. One of the passengers, Dr. Charles T. Jackson, of Boston, began speaking about electricity, remarking that
“Electricity passes instantly over any known length of wire.
Benjamin Franklin passed current many miles and noticed no
difference of time between the touch at one end and the spark
at the other.” If this be so,” said Morse, “and the presence of
electricity can be made visible in any desired part of the circuit,
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I see no reason why intelligence might not be instantaneously
transmitted by electricity to any distance.

first telegraph message, which the 78th Congress appropriately memorialized a hundred years later, on a handsome
bronze plaque in the U.S. Capitol, and reads:

Morse, the Educator
Samuel F.B. Morse - The Inventor - On May
24, 1844 in the Old Supreme Court Room- now
the Law Library in the Capitol - sent the
above message to Baltimore, Maryland by
the first electro-magnetic telegraph instrument.
On May 24,1944 the seventy-eight Congress of
the United States - Second Session- dedicated
this memorial to the humility and vision which
enabled this inventor to be the conveyor of this
universal blessing to mankind.

In 1835, Morse became professor of the Literature of Arts
and Design at New York University. Although his board was
provided for by the University, he was not recompensed for his
work. It was in the fall of 1835, at this university, that he constructed his telegraph instruments carrying on experiments on
his invention. He continued to paint, teach, write and live in
one solitary chamber.
Finally, the United States Congress agreed to pass an appropriation which resulted in building a telegraph line from Baltimore to Washington. Thus it was, that on May 24, 1844 the
famous message “What Hath God Wrought!” was tapped out,
instantly transmitted and received – an accomplished fact.
Although poverty and difficulties dogged Morse during
many years, prosperity and honors crowned his closing years.
His Christian faith, passed down to him from a godly father –
nurtured, sustained and upheld him throughout his entire life.

From the above, we see the Christian value system of this
nation still in operation at that time, by the wording which
the U.S. Congress chose to glorify God – not man – in this
great invention. In 1944, Congress still recognized that all
gifts, talents, creativity, vision and imagination come directly
from the hand of God to be employed for His ultimate glory.
Samuel F.B. Morse was but God’s instrument – “a channel
of universal blessing to mankind,” affirmed the 78th Congress.

Congress Memorializes Morse’s “Humility and Vision”
This, indeed, is the hallmark of a truly great statesman.
This inventor has left a great legacy to the nation, giving
God all the glory for enabling him to make his invention of the

(Excerpted from, Great American Statesmen and Heroes ©
1995 by Catherine Millard.)

The Holy Bible
Numbers 23:23

WASHINGTON CELEBRATES HER 12th
ANNUAL CHRISTIAN HERITAGE WEEK

SOUTH DAKOTA’S 14th ANNUAL
CHRISTIAN HERITAGE WEEK

October 19-25, 2008
Proclaimed by Governor Christine O. Gregoire

November 2-8, 2008
Proclaimed by Governor Michael Rounds

Whereas the preamble to the Constitution of the State of
Washington states that, We the people of the State of Washington, grateful to the Supreme Ruler of the Universe for our liberties, do ordain this Constitution.

Whereas the preamble to the Constitution of the State of
South Dakota states that, We the people of South Dakota,
grateful to Almighty God for our civil and religious liberties…and preserve to ourselves and to our posterity the
blessings of liberty.

Of Historic Interest:
Of Historic Interest:
Marcus Whitman (1802-1847), medical missionary to
Washington Territory, was chosen as Washington’s greatest
hero in the U.S. Capitol’s Hall of Fame.
In 1836, when Marcus and Narcissa Whitman crossed the
mountains into Old Oregon as missionaries of the American
Boards of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, they were being carried along by the current of that blessed stream which
began to flow throughout the land when the Great Revival
broke out at the beginning of the century.
In addition, unbeknownst to the Whitmans, they were a
providential answer to a foiled attempt by a declining Indian
tribe in Oregon to find the one, true, triune God. In 1831, four
Nez Perce and Flathead Indians came to St. Louis seeking to
learn the secret of the white man’s success, convinced that the
white man’s God was more potent than their own...their request
was that missionaries be sent among them to tell them of the
white man’s God...1
Americans owe a great debt of gratitude to pioneers as selfless and as dedicated as Marcus and Narcissa Whitman.
They brought “the Book that tells about Heaven” to the Indians,
and Marcus Whitman’s valiant ride cross-country helped to
preserve Oregon for the Union. This undaunted medical missionary left his indelible footprints throughout Washington
State, mapping out a great episode in the identity of America’s
developing era as a nation under God. It is little wonder that the
citizens of Washington State have chosen him to represent
them as their greatest hero in the Hall of Fame.2
First “Christian Heritage Week:” October 19-25, 1997
proclaimed by the Governor.
Included among those participating in “Washington’s 12th
Annual Christian Heritage Week” were, Manchester Community Church and Christian Academy; Valley Christian School;
Puyallup Public High School; Northwest Christian Academy
and Faith Baptist Christian Academy. KMBI – Moody Radio
Network broadcast this exciting week to their listening audience.

Dr. Joseph Ward (1838-1889), Churchman, Educator
and Statesman, was chosen by South Dakota’s citizens as
their greatest hero in the U.S. Capitol’s Hall of Fame. From
original sources we read:
…Through his leadership a Congregational
Association in Dakota was formed encompassing the above churches, and churches
which had sprung up at Canton, Sioux
Falls, Dell Rapids, Vermillian, Springfield on the Missouri and the Indian
Mission at Santee, Nebraska. It was thus
that Joseph Ward gained the reputation of
“father of Congregationalism in Dakota,”
being the pioneer-minister and organizer of
the earliest churches, together with the
work of Dakota missions throughout the
period of immigration. Interested in Indian
Missions, he became the champion of the
Indians’ welfare…3
Joining the celebration of “South Dakota’s 14th Annual
Christian Heritage Week” were, Westside Baptist Church;
Sioux Falls Christian School; Rapid City Christian School;
Rimrock Evangelical Free Church; Calvary Christian
School; Cornerstone School; Christian Center Elementary
School and Liberty Baptist Tabernacle and Christian School.

We gratefully extend thanks to State Coordinator, Dr. Richard Meyer for his loyal
support of the youth of South Dakota, establishing a rewarding 14th Annual South
Dakota Christian Heritage Week, to the
glory of God.

Our sincere gratitude to State Coordinator,
Senator Val Stevens for her help in establishing a productive “Christian Heritage
Week, Washington” honoring God.
Annie Ellsworth. Illustrator: Maxwell Edgar.
From, Great American Statesmen and Heroes,
© 1995 by Catherine Millard.
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¹Excerpted from, The Rewriting of America’s History,
© 1991 by Catherine Millard.
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